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: ‘ FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

; BAPTISM. 

1 ' , 

: Mr. Russeri,—I have lately received from a neighbouring 
: church, a narrative of certain facts, which occurred in the course of 


some attempts to instruct and discipline on the subject of baptism, 
and which may perhaps answer some valuable purpose if inserted in 
the Messenger. 

The church referred to had not 4! 
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the matter before the minds, and press it on the consciences of those 
concerned. This was many years ago. 

Accordingly a number of publick conferences were held on the 
subject, in which the nature and consequent odligatiuns and privi- 
leves of the ordinance were proved and enforced. Professing pa- 
rents were shown their superinduced oblizations to train up their 
baptized children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
Baptized persons were reminded, that they had been baptized into 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; an epitome of 
revealed religion. They were told, that, by this sacred transaction, 
they were brought into a covenant-relation to the church of Christ, 
and therefore to Christ himself; that they were under special obli- 
gation to study and practise the whole of christianity; that the pri- 
vileges of the Lord’s table were conferred on them by their baptism; 
that, while they were not at liberty to approach that ordinances 
either chargeable with grose ignorance of its vature, or living in pro- 
faneness, or scandal, or indulging openly or secretly in any known 
sin; and while, without a real, and lively, and purifying faith in the 
Redeemer, they could not expect benefit from the formality of ap- 
pooring at the table of the Lord—still it was their duty and privi- 
ege to participate in the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 
In fine, they were told that they were now under the promises and 
the threatenings of the covenant of God; that the tenor of the cove- 
nant toward .the parent ran—If his children forsake my law, and 
walk not in my judgments; if they break my statutes, and keep not 

) my commandments; then [ will visit their transgressions with a rod, 
and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless, my loving kindness 
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will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.” 
It was added: “We are in the covenant, and have not kept the co- 
venant. We are, therefore, exposed to the correction threatened 
in the text—to the supering of temporal calamities.” 

» For. thirtysyearsy thesplacewhad not been visited-with sickness; 
but, soon after the period of these admonitions, heavy and distress- 
ing disease fell on the community so extensively, that the well were 
scarcely sufficient to attend the sick. Though, however, very heavy, 
the sickness was not mortal: four persons only were actually taken 
away. But mark the distinction: Ten persons, not connected with 
the church, were among the sick—of these four died. Fifty persons 
connected with the church were also sick—of these not one died. 

As in a multitude of other instances, this correction did not ap- 
pear to produce the desired effect. When the hand of correction 
was withdrawn, young persons grew even more light and careless 
than before, and pious persons saw with painful solicitude their 

ry bette gradually fading away. 









ad re repeatedws Fheschurch was re- 
\ mine fered the chastisements of their 
~ neg ed life, their - nes were 
ies ; a parent ° 


e fot suffered to be lost. e time of fa- 
vour was come. ‘The influences of the spirit descended like re- 
freshing rain, and in a short period, amongst a very small society, 
forty persons were hopefully brought to the knowledge and love of 
“the truth as it is in Jesus.””* 

May not christians and more particularly christian churches, be 
affectionately called on to record this instance of the faithfulness of 
God to his covenant? When such benefits evidently flow from a right 
use of infant as well as adult baptism, are we not furnished with a 
sufficient reply to that all-in-all objection to the former—What be- 
nefit can infant baptism procure? If such are the advantages of 
paedo-baptism, and if such discipline is that, which the Holy Spirit 
sanctions, are not the churches unspeakably remiss in their spiritual 
administration? If such are the obligations of baptism, if baptism be 
really a covenant, how absurd for the man, who has no intention of 
training up his family for God; to ask baptism for his child! How 
many, alas! hesitate not to assume covenantobligations, which they 
wi'l immediately violate, merely in compliance with the custom of 
society!t ‘These, however, are not considerations to deter parents 


* In reference to the church above mentioned, it may be asked, what is 
the practical effect of their system, what are the morals of the society? 
Such as is not easy to parallel. Since the first settlement, for fifty years, 
there has not been a lawsuit in the place. 

+ How dare officers of the church admit persons to the awful responsi- 
bilities of the covenant of God in the baptism of their children, without a 
credible profession of obedience to Christ—a reasonable prospect of the 
discharge of the obligations assumed? How can churches go on, year after 
years and see, without an effort, without a tear, the covenant of their God 

roken and trampled under foot? 
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from asking and receiving the privilege of baptism for their beloved 
offspring: they are aimed not at the use, but the abuse of the cove- 
naat. 

I need scarcely add the reflection—How great the encourage- 
ment, which this and many similar cases afford to faithfulness on. the 
part of churches! Too seldom, indeed, are the claims and duties of 
the bapuzed duly regarded—too seldom are they either obeyed or 
understood; bit the whole history of the church of Christ may be 
challenged for a single instanée, in which the discipline, pointed out 
by the nature of paedo-baptism, was duly administered, and not 
followed by the most salutary and precious effects. In an impore 
tant sense, the duties of parent and child, of religious education, 
which it is competent for tic church to exact in the case of the 
baptized, may be called—The world’s last hope. 


A. B. 

Dartmouth University, ug. 14, 1818. 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. iPM te 


_— bt: 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Fourteenth Anniversary. 


(Continued from p £1, vol. 3.) 


RUSSIA. 

Your Committee now proceed to Russia: and here they feel 
equally at a loss to express their astonishment at the prodigious 
operations, in futherance of the general cause, which are going 
forward in that extensive empire, and to exhibit any thing like an 
adequate representation of them, in the columns of this Annual 
Record. , 

_Fostered by the paternal care of his imperial majesty, Alexan- 

der, the Russian Bible Society has, in the course of the past year, 
enlarged very cousiderably the field of its exertions, and strength- 
ened itself by various newly formed and promising Auxiliaries 
in different parts of the empire. The following are the principal 
stations which they respectively occupy: Peuza, Kostroma, ‘To- 
bolsk, Kief, Orel, Viadimer, Irkutsk, Kazan, Simbirsk, ? koff, 
Miusk, Bialastock, Grodno, Posen, Bessarabia, Tahanrog Tscher- 
kask, and ‘wor. In the stations thus enumerated, (the last nine 
of which were among the places visited by Mr. Pinkerton, in his 
memorable tour,) the Russian Bible Society has made very im- 
portant acquisitions: and, whether considered with respect to the 
rank of the places in which they are seated, the popuiation they 
comprehend, or the patronage. civil, ecclesiastical, and military, 
they have obtained, these auxiliaries must be regarded as power- 
ful instruments for promoting the influence and utility of the ge- 
neral institution. 
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will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.” 
It was added: “We are in the covenant, and have not kept the co- 
venant. We are, therefore, exposed to the correction threatened 
in the text—to the suffering of temporal calamities.” 

» For. thirty:years, thesplacewhad not been visited with sickness; 
but, soon after the period of these admonitions, heavy and distress- 
ing disease fell on the community so extensively, that the well were 
scarcely sufficient to attend the sick. Though, however, very heavy, 
the sickness was not mortal: four persons only were actually taken 
away. But mark the distinction: Ten persons. not connected with 
the church, were among the sick—of these four died. Fifty persons 
connected with the church were also sick—of these not one died. 

As ina multitude of other instances, this correction did not ap- 
pear to produce the desired effect. When the han of correction 
was withdrawn, young persons grew even more light and careless 
than before, and pious persons saw with painful solicitude their 
h of bettertimes, gradually fading away. 
fer r admonitionsswere now repeated, The church was re- 
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onitions were fot suffered to be lost. The time of fa- 
vour was come. The influences of the spirit descended like re- 
freshing rain, and in a short period, amongst a very small society, 
forty persons were hopefully brought to the knowledge and love of 
‘the truth as it is in Jesus.’”* 

May not christians and more particularly christian churches, be 
affectionately called on to record this instance of the faithfulness of 
God to his covenant? When such benefits evidently flow from a right 
use of infant as well as adult baptism, are we not furnished with a 
sufficient reply to that all-in-all objection to the former—What be- 
nefit can infant baptism procure? If such are the advantages of 
paedo-baptism, and if such discipline is that, which the Holy Spirit 
sanctions, are not the churches unspeakably remiss in their spiritual 
administration? If such are the obligations of baptism, if baptism be 
really a covenant, how absurd for the man, who has no intention of 
training up his family for God; to ask baptism for his child! How 
many, alas! hesitate not to assume covenantobligations, which they 
wi!l immediately violate, merely in compliance with the custom of 
society/t+ These, however, are not considerations to deter parents 








* In reference to the church above mentioned, it may be asked, what is 
the practical effect of their system, what are the morals of the society?— 
Such as is not easy to parallel. Since the first settlement, for fifty years, 
there has not been a lawsuit in the place. 

+ How dare officers of the church admit persons to the awful responsi- 
bilities of the covenant of God in the baptism of their children, without a 
credible profession of obedience to Christ—a reasonable prospect of the 
discharge of the obligations assumed? How can churches go on, year after 
peers and see, without an effort, without a tear, the covenant of their God 

roken and trampled under foot? 
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from asking and receiving the privilege of baptism for their beloved 
offspring: they are aimed not at the use, but the abuse of the cove- 
naat. 

I need scarcely add the reflection—How great the encourage- 
ment, which this and many simiar cases afford to faithfulness o:. the 
part of churches! Too seldom, indeed, are the claims and duties of 
the bapuzed duly regarded—too seldom are they either obeyed or 
understood; but the whole history of the church of Christ may be 
challenged for a single instanée, in which the discipline, pointed out 
by the nature of paedo-baptism, was duly administered, and not 
followed by the most salutary and precious effects, In an impore 
tant sense, the duties of parent and child, of religious education, 
which it is competent for the church to exact in the case of the 
baptized, may be called—The world’s last hope. 

A. B. 

Dartmouth University, Mug. 14, 1818. 


ee el 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. _ 
FOREIGN. as 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Fourteenth Anniversary. 


(Continued from p 81, vol. 3.) 


RUSSIA. 

Your Committee now proceed to Russia: and here they feel 

equally at a loss to express their astonishment at the prodigious 
operations, in futherance of the general cause, which are going 
forward in that extensive empire, and to exhibit any thing like an 
adequate representation of them, in the columns of this Annual 
Record. 
_Fostered by the paternal care of his imperial majesty, Alexan- 
der, the Russian Bible Society has, in the course of the past year, 
enlarged very cousiderably the field of its exertions, and strength- 
ened itself by various newly formed and promising Auxiliaries 
in different parts of the empire. The following are the principal 
stations which they respectively occupy: Penza, Kostroma, To- 
bolsk, Kief, Orel, Viadimer, Ivkutsk, Kazan, Simbirsk, ? koff, 
Miusk, Bialastock, Grodno, Posen, Bessarabia, Tahaurog Tscher- 
kask, and ‘I'wor. In the stations thus enumerated, (the last nine 
of which were among the places visited by Mr. Pinkerton, in his 
memorable tour.) the Russian Bible Society has made very im- 
portant acquisitions: and, whether considered with respect to the 
rank of the places in which they are seated, the population they 
comprehend, or the patronage. civil, ecclesiastical, and military, 
they have obtained, these auxiliaries must be regarded as power- 
ful instruments for promoting the influence and utility of the ge- 
neral institution. 
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Nor ought those efforts which are making on a small scale, to be 
overlooked. For, not only whole goverments, but also departments 
towns, and even single villages, have formed, within their own cir- 
cles, either Branch Societies or Bible associations, according to 
their circumstances and means. Of the latter, many have been 
already established; and plans have been formed for multiplying 
their number. So greatly, in fact, has this expedient for bringing 
the cause of the Bible Society home to the bosom of-the poor, been 
approved, that there seems little room to doubt, that its adoption 
will be general; and that, ere long in Russia, as well as in Britain, 
Bible associations will follow in the train of Aux'liary Societies; 
and the institution of the former be co-extensive with the esta- 
blishment of the latter, 

Of the efficiency of the Russian Bible Society, in the prosecu- 
tion of its object—the preparation and distribution of the Holy 


Scriptures, some judgment may be formed, by the interesting facts, 


pin four years after its establishment, the society had either 

jed, or was engaged in publishing, not fewer than forty-three 
ons of the Sacred Scriptures, in seventeen different languages; 

ga grand of 196,000 copies:—that the issue of Bibles 

estaments, Ws he fourth year, fell little short of what had 
in the three preceding years, while the increase of the 
ad been in nearly an equal proportion: and, moreover, that 
preparations were making, at the close of that year, for stereotyp- 
ing the Scriptures in five different languages; versions were going 
forward into the common Russian, Tartar, and Carelian languages; 
and measures were adopting for procuring translations into the 
Turkish-Armenian, and Buriat-Mongolian. When to these par- 
ticulars it is added, that, within a month after the anniversary at 
which they were reported, sixteen waggon loads of Bibles and Tes- 
taments were dispatched from the capital. for different parts of the 
empire, nothing further needs be said, to demonstrate the effective 
exertions of this zealous and enterprizing institution. 

As it would be impracticable to detail the proceedings of the Rus- 
sian Bible Society, either as carried on at St. Petersburg, or by its 
Auxiliary socicties in different parts of the empire, your committee 
must satisfy themselves with subjoining to what has been thus gen- 
erally stated, a few brief particulars; referring, for more copious 
and distinct formation, to the documents contained in the Appen- 
dix. 
The progress of the Bible Society, in Finland, under the direc- 
tion of the apace a and the governor-general, corresponds with 
the expectation which its first promise excited, while the printing 










of the quarto Finnish Bible is going forward at Abo, arrangements 
have been made for the establishment of Auxiliary societies, and 
eventually, it is hoped, of Bible associations, throughout the Pro- 
vince, in order to render the Finnish Bible society (the earliest 
establishment of the kind in the Russian dominions) more complete 


and effective. 
The Auxiliary Bible Societies in the East Sea Provinces, of Es- 
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thonia, Livonia, and Courland, are among those of the Russian pro- 
vincial establishments, in which the warmest zeal has been evinced 
for the distribution of the Scriptures, and the strongest testimonies 
have been given of advantage from their perusal. ‘The several dis- 
tricts in these provinces, as well as in the Island of Oesel, are rapid- 
ly covering with local associations; and many instances are reported 
of zeal and liberality among all classes divihe, (the lowest not 
excepted,) which afford “honourable proofs of their reverential at- 
tachment to the word of God, and their deep conviction of its bene- 
ficial tendency. ae 

But of all the Auxiliary Societies, that at Moscow is (as, from the 
rank of this ancient capital, might be expected,) the most splendid 
and efficient; and, as well in the zeal of its supporters, as in the 
scale of its operations, is inferior only te the parent society at St. 
Petersburg. 

On the recent celebration of its filth anniversary, (which Mr. Pin- 
kerton describes, as, in point of interest and splendor, surpassing 
every meeting of the kind which he had ever yet seen in Russia,) 
prince Galitzin, the president of the Russian Bible Society, advert- 
ed, in the most impressive manner, to the fitness of this ancient me- 
tropolis, from its hereditary dignity, its central position, its signal 
deliverance from the enemy, and its restoration to moré than its 
pristine elegance and grandeur, to become the centre of the common 
operations for disseminating the word of the living God. “The im- 
portance of this station”. (observes the prince) “has not escaped the 
penetrating eye of our most pious monarch; ever watchful over the 
spiritual interests of his subjects, and sincerely desirous that all 
men may drink of that living water which springeth up into ever- 
lasting life. His imperial majesty, in consideration of the vast num- 
ber of Bibles sent from this place, and of the hourly augmentation of 
the Committee’s labours, (which also renders an increase of means 
for transacting its business absolutely necessary,) has been most gra- 
ciously ‘Taek to present this Society with a large stone house. 
Thus, the good will of the King of kings towards the cause of the 
Bible Society, is conspiciously revealed in the liberal aid which this 
cause receives from our most gracious sovereign, who having resolv- 
ed to rule, live, and act, according to the doctrines of Christ the Sa- 
viour; and having bound himself to this in the most solemn manner, 
before the face of al) nations, invites to this celestial light those na- 
tions whom Divine providence has intrusted to his care.~ And thus 
is fulfilled that, which was foretold by the Prophet, “The Gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” 

In what degree these multifarious exertions have produced their 
intended effect, it might, in this stage of their operation, be prema- 
ture very strictly to inquire. ‘The information contained in the Ap- 

endix will, however, furnish some satisfaction on this question; and 
it may suffice, in this place, to observe, that the zeal of Christians 
has been greatly stirred ups Jews have been awakened to a concern 
for studying the Christian Scriptures; and Mahomedans and hea- 
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thens been brought to desire and peruse, in their own tongues, the 
sacred oracles of truth and salvation. 

Among other circumstances illustrative of this statement, there is 
one fact, which, from its striking peculiarity, and the consequences 
with which it seems pregnant, deserves to be specially noticed. 

The fact here referred to, is the conversion of the two Mongolian 
nob'es. an account of which we lately published. 

The tribe of Buriats, inhabiting a distant quarter of Siberia, hav- 
ing been particularly struck with some sheets which they had rece'v- 
ed, of the Gospel of St. Matthew, in the Calmuck, dispatched two 
of their native chiefs, persons of high family, and very intelligent 
and inquisitive, to St. Petersburg, in order to obtain a translation of 
the New-Testament into their own, which is a kindred dialect. On 
this translation they are now occupied; and such was the almost im- 
mediate effect of what they expressly calied, -‘the beautiful savings 
of Jesus,” on the minds of these heathen inquirers, that they ac- 
knowledged, when they afterwards turned to pray to their ido!s, as 
usual, they felt an internal disquietude, of which they never before 

ad been. conscious: and they requested to be more perfectiy in- 
estructed in the nature of the Gospel. «What a striking example,” 
efexclaims his excellency Mr. Papoff) “of the life-giving influence of 
the word of God on the hearts of the simple: seeking after truth 
though they be heathens!” 

This circumstance unites with numerous other incidents of a sim- 
ilar character, to mark the present as an extraordinary era; and 
seems to point to the exertions in Russia as designed, in the ordina- 
tion of Divine Providence, to forward the accomplishment of that 
prophecy which gives to the Saviour the heathen for his inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. 

Your Committee cannot take leave of Russia, without bearing their 
testimony to the energy and harmony which characterize all the 
"samen. of the committee of the Russian Bible Society. Of the 

ormer quality, a fair specimen will be seen in one of the monthly 
papers of business, which will appear in the Appendix. Traces of 
the latter are to be found in the whole system of their operations 
throughout the empire. Indeed, your committee cannot but attri- 
bute a large p-oportion of the success on which they have had occa- 
sion to expatiate, to that spirit of unanimity and concord, which has 
animated all orders of the Russian people. The clergy and the lai- 
ty, through their different gradations, appear to have emulated each 
other in copying the example of their beloved emperor, and in en- 
deavouring to give effect to his designs tor the spiritual welfare of 
his dominions. 

“I consider” (said the emperor, in his address to the Moscow Bi- 
ble Society) “the establishment of Bible Societies in Russia, in most 
parts of Europe, and in other quarters of the globe,and the very 
great progress these institutions have made in disseminating the 
word of God, not merely among Christians, but also among heathens 
and Mahomedans, as a peculiar display of the wercy and grace of 
God to the human race. On this account, I have taken upon my- 
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self the denomination of a member of the Russian Bible Society, 
and will render it every possible assistance, in order that the bene- 
ficent light of revelation may be shed among all nations subject to 
my sceptre.” ’ 

With this declaration, so worthy the sovereign of a great empire, 
and so consonant with the spirit of the British and Pecsian ible 
rang fe your committee will conclude the European division of 
their Report. 

In the east, the object of the institution continues to be prosecut- 
ed with great zeal and diligence, by its several auxiliary societies 
and agents, in that interesting portion of the world. 

At the head of these stands the corresponding committee at 


CALCUTTA. 

In addition to the grants annually made to this committee, of 
20001. (one moiety of which is appropriated to the translations go- 
ing forward by the Baptist missionaries at Serampore,) 10001. have 
been voted, for the special purpost of aiding the printing and dis- 
tribution of the Chinese Scriptures, translated by Dr. Marshman. 
And further, with a view to afford a more effectual encouragement 
to the translation and circulation of the Scriptures in India, the 
corresponding committee have been authorized to appropriate the 
sum of 500/. to the first thousand copies of every approved transla- 
tion of the New Testament into any dialect of India, in which no 
translation has previous!y existed. The resolution on which this 
procedure has been adopted, was prompted by the zeal and liberali- 
ty of William Hey, Esq. of Leeds, and other respectable individuals, 
who, struck with the proposal of the Baptist missionaries at Seram- 
pore, to execute 26 versions on those moderate terms, and desirous 
to excite increased attention to this subject, presented the society 
with the sum of fourteen hundred and seventy-five pounds, as an of- 
fering from certain ‘friends to the translation of the scriptures into 
the vernacular dialects of India.” 

The committee, regarding this addition to their funds, and the 
principal on which it was made, as a call to special exertion, lost no 
time in conveying to their corresponding committee at Calcutta the 
instructions before described; and they trust, that the plan they have 
adopted, will be found, in the event, to realize their own expecta- 
tions, and the benevolent intentions of all who desire the universal 
disseminations of the Holy Scriptures in the languages and dialects 
of India. 

In appreciating the labours and fruits of the Calcutta Auxiliary 
Bible Society, during the sixth year of its establishment, due regard 
must be had to the nature of the undertaking, and the circumstances 
in which the institution is placed. “If,” (as its sixth Report ob- 
serves,) little altogether new had been undertaken during that pe- 
riod, and if the actual issue, from the press had been less considera- 
ble than in former years, if must be remembered, that two editions 
of the entire Bible, the Armenian, and Roman-Malay, were far ad- 
vanced; that no time had been lost, or exertion spared, in expediting 
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the progress of these large works, during the whole of 1816: and 
tha‘ the comp'et:on of both was to be confident! y expected in 1817. 

‘lo this general statement, it may be proper to add, that 1000 co- 
pies of the octavo Roman-Malay Testament, together with an equal 
number of copies of the book of Genesis, had, within that period, 
been dispatcred to Ambovna, where both the wants and the desires 
of more than 80,000 native christians would render such a tempora- 
ry supply, however inadequate, particularly seasonable. From 
more recent intelligence, it appears that 3000 copies of the Arabick- 
Malay had been completed, and were to be dispatched by the first 
opportunities. The Roman-Malay Bible would also (it was expected) 
be finished before the end of the year: and when to this shall be ad- 
ded the edition of 5000 Bibles, and 10,000 extra Testaments, now 
printing under the direction of your committee, some justice will, it 
is hoped, be done to the inhabitants of the Moluccas, who, through 
their Auxiliary Bible Society at Amboyna, have already remitted 
pearly 1000/. to the parent institution. 

Of the other works. on the execution of which the Calcutta society 
is intent, the Hindoostanee New Testament, in the Nagree charac- 
ter, was considerably advanced, at the sixth anniversary, in Februa- 
ry. 1817; and an engagement had been entered into to print, at 
the Hindoostanee press, an edition of 2000 copies of the four gos- 
pels, in the vernacular language of Bengal; partly with a view to 
meet the increasing demand for the Scriptures in that language, 
but particularly for the purpose oi supplying the schools lately esta- 
blished. 

The supplies from London, united with those produced from the 
presses in Bengal, having formed a considerable stock, a circular 
was issued, to ascertain the existing demand for the sacred volume; 
announcing it as the determination of the Calcutta society, to fur- 
nish with a copy, either by sale at a reduced price, or by gratuitous 
distribution, every person in the country, who might not otherwise 
be in a condition to procure one. As a consequence of this mea- 
sure, copies of the Scriptures, to a large amount, in fourteen differ- 
ent languages, (of which nearly 3000 were English,) were dispatch- 
ed, in the course of the year 1816, from the Calcutta depositury, to 
twenty different stations in India. 

Nor are these operations going forward without the prospect of 
good effects. Many of the natives of India (Mahomedans, as well 
as Hindovs) evince not only a willing, but a solicitous disposition 
to receive and peruse such versions of the Holy Scriptures as are in- 
telligible to them: and so strongly has this disposition been mani- 
fested, in the reception given to the Rey. Henry Martyn’s Hindoos- 
tarve Testamevt. that, of the 5000 copies printed, in 1814, at the 
expense of the British and Foreign Bibie Society, so few remained 
undistributed at the close of 1816,as to render it necessary for the 
corresponding committee at Caicutta toorder another edition, of the 
game extent. ’ 
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MADRAS, 

At Madras, although no Bible society has hitherto been establish- 
ed in that presidency, yet, principally through the activity of the 
Rev. Marmaduke Thompson, one of the East India Compapy’s 
em ers on that station, respectable contributions are annually 
made to the funds of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society, and 
much continues to be done towards aiding the translation and dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures. 

By a recent communication from Mr. Thompson, it appears, that 
the Syriack New Testaments, printed by the society, under the 
care of the Rev. Samuel Lee, had reached Madras: and would be 
speedily put into a train of discreet distribution, under the judicious 
and friendly superintendance of the*resident in Travancore, colonel 
Munro, aided by the church missionaries settled in that newhbour- 
hood. In the mean time, as the Syriack is chiefly confined to the 
a it is gratifying to learn, that the translation of the whole 

ible is rapidly going forward, into the Malayalim; the language of 
the people. At the date of Mr. Thompson’s letter, the first seven 
books of the Old Testament, and the books of the Psalms and Pro- 
verbs, were finished; the first of Samuel and Isaiah considerably ad- 
vanced: and, of the New Testament, the Gospels, the Acts of the 
Apostles, and the first six Epistles, were ready for the press. A 
version of the Tamul also is proceeding at Madras, which, when 
completed, will be a very valuable addition to the oriental versions. 

An incident has occurred, whjch, in its consequences, is likely 
to open important chaanels for itS future circulation. 

A very intelligent and truly christian native, Apoavoo, having 
been emp'oyed by the learned and industrious colonel Mackenzie 
to collect antiquities for him, in aid of a great work in which he is 
engaged, undertook to distribute some ‘T'amul New Testaments, in 
the course of his journey. Among the happy results with which 
this procedure of Appavoo has been already attended, the deposed 
Rajah of Travancore has been so impressed with the Bible, that he 
has directed a chapter to be read to him daily; and the high priest of 
the Jainas has desired a visit from the Rev. Mr. Rhenius, who sent 
him the Tamul Bible, to explain the gospel more perfectly to him 
and his people. Under the impression made by these, and other in- 
teresting circumstances, the christian native writes:— 

«While we have time, let us sow the good seed of the gospel: 
the God of Heaven wil! shower on it his Holy Spirit, that it may 
bring forth good fruits:’—and he adds, in a strain of interesting 
simplicity; “In every age there have arisen some alterations in their 
superstition. Inquiry is made into their own Vedam, to find out 
the good way: I am sure, very soon, God Almighty will enlarge his 
kingdom; and the venerable benefactors who exert themselves in 
this desirable cause, will be rewarded a thousand fold.” 


(To be continued. ) 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


FROM THE METHODIST MAGAZINE. 


To record the lives and deaths of the pious, was a practice 
amongst the primitive christians, in the midst of their distresses 
and persecutions, fur the purpose of exciting each other to dili- 
gence, and perseverance, by such holy examples.—And it is a prac- 
tice that has been pursued in the church of God ever since those 
pure days.—It is of very essential use still to the church and to in- 
dividuals; and it is often made to serve the cause of religion, by con- 
victing the ungodly, and leading them to repentance, when proba- 
bly other means have proved: ineffectual. These considerations 
induce me to send you this short memoir of Mrs. Mary Ann Peaco, 
to be inserted in your Magazine, if you think it worthy of a place 


there. 
L. R. FECHTIG. 





Annapolis, March 19, 1818. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. MARY ANN PEACO. 


The subject of this memoir was a native of this place: she was an 
early partaker of the saving grace of God; perhaps before she arri- 
ved to the age of sixteen years. “ Methodism had not been long in- 
troduced here at that time, and the few who had united to serve 
God, were exposed to persecution and contempt. Notwithstanding 
this, she (together with her mothef) united with them to watch, and 
pray» and suffer together. This was svon after the American revo- 

ution. The instrument (in the divine hand) of her conversion, was 
Jonathan Forest, one among the first Methodist preachers in this 
division of God’s vineyard. | 

The history of her life is not much known from the time of her 
conversion until the few last years of her mortal scene. But from 
the time of her first experiencing religion to the day of her death, 
she had to contend with innumerable difficulties, arising from dis- 
appointments in worldly prospects, and other distressing circum- 
stances—But in the midst of all she maintained her integrity, walk- 
ed with God, and never lost ber first love. 

Love is the religion of the gospel—Except the religion of the per- 
son whose character we portray, is a picture of the religion of the 
Bible, it is not worthy of imitation—nor will it bear the severity of 


the day of trial. But her religion was evangelical—It was like gold 
tried in the fire, and it bore the test without diminution. She had 
taken the right method to obtain this grace: For, being humbled by 
the Spirit of truth, she confessed her sins, believed in Christ, found 

ardon, and received the witness of the Spirit in her heart, enabling 
Se to cry “Abba Father.” 

This work, thus happily begun, was not superficial, but “Like a 
well of water springing up to everlasting life.” It was a deep work. 
So soon as she was nade a subject of pardoning mercy, she gave ‘di- 
ligence to make her calling and election sure.” She “pressed to- 
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wards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God, in Christ 
Jesus,” and her advancement in grace was evident to her christian 
friends. However, she was sometimes subject to a spiritual instabi- 
lity, and did not enjoy that evenness of temper and disposition 
which adults in religion experience, ustil about seven or eight years 
before her departure; when she experienced the sanctifying grace 
of God. This happy change was very perceivable in her frame of 
mind, life, and conversation. It pro:‘uced in her its natural effects, 
‘meek ness, long-suffering, gentleness, and goodness; together with 
all those sacred enjoyments attendant on such a state of christian 
experieuce. I donot know that ever she doubted her sanctification; 
but I am satisfied she enjoyed it on her sick-bed; and for several 
years before her dissolution, shé had constant communion with the 
heavenly Trinity. 

From such an intercourse with God, it is natural to suppose she 
attained to a degree of stability not to be found among superficial 
professors of religion. Such professors may enjoy the comforts of 
religion in some lucid intervals; but we too frequently see them in- 
fluenced by the passions, while reason and judgment seem to be de- 
throned; and a degree of self-confidence, like that of the sanguine 
disciple’s, when he said, “ Though I should die with thee, yet will I 
not deny thee,” forms a prominent feature of their professions. Such 
characters, |'ke Peter, are easilv shaken in mind, and their comforts, 
like their devotions, are transient. What the subject of these me- 
moirs enjoyed, was the result of serious investigation, honest self- 
examination, frequent and fervent prayer, aul selt-denial—a uni- 
form attention to these important duties, produced in her, an abid- 
ing conviction of her dependence on divine grace; togetter with a 
habitual sense of the divine favour. 

The means of religion are appointed by divine authority, and 
when properly attended to, they will be blest to the soul; and when 
this 1s tse case, there wil! be a delight in the use of them. This 
was the case with Mrs. Peaco—she did not perform the ceremonies of 
‘religion merely. from a sense of duty, but from the delight she felt 
in them, and a personal knowledge of their happy effects on her 
heart and practice: hence she attended the preaching of the word 
of God, on all occasions when practicable—This was food to her 
soul. She often sat under the werd Sathed in tears, while expres- 
sions of joy beamed in ber countenance. She told me once, after 
hearing a discourse on the dispensations of providence: towards be- 
lievers, that the subject was peculiarly suited to her state, and that 
it was one of the most comforting seasons she had experienced for 
a long time. Prayer was also the delight of her soul. In family 
devotion the divine preseice often animated her—but in the closet 
in converse with God, she generally prayed as tiough he was pre- 
sent to bless. Her frequency in this exercise proved how much 
she delighted in it, and how often divine consolations and strength 
were ministered there. * 

Give attendance to reading, is an apostolical injunction—There 
is much propriety in it— Without reading and meditation it is not 
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probable that christians will become deeply acquainted with their 
own hearts, with the wiles of Satan, or with divine and spiritual 
consolations. Neither is it very probable that those who are in the 
habit of neglecting this duty, will ever be stedfast and immoveable 
christians—nay; often from this neglect we may date our backsiid- 
ings of professors of religion. Our friend felt the force of this sen- 
timent, and therefore redd and reflected. Although her reading was 
not general, nor her studies profound; yet they were by no means 
superficial. In her reading she did not make aheles of those perni- 
cious works, novels and romances, which uniformly poison the 
mind, and adulterate all the finer feelings of the soul:—she preferred 
the book of God. This she read and studied; and it became a “Light 
to her feet and a lamp to her path,” to illuminate her through this 
inhospitable valley of tears;—authors who treated on experimental 
and practical piety were often consulted; and her mind was thereby 
informed on the leading doctrines of the gospel. 

Thus, while too many others in these days of corruption, of folly 
and Lapeete neglect the improvement and proper cultivation of the 
mind, and attend almost entirely to that part which is the sister of 
corruption, and must soon become food for reptiles under ground; 
she cultivated the mind and improved the rational faculties. 

The advantages of christian fellowship, and social intercourse 
with those “that feared the Lord, and spake often one to the other,” 
were prized and much improved by her to her happiness. With 
her companions in tribulation, she would sympathise; and there 
they, often mutually enjoyed with her, the richest communications 
of grace. From instituted and casual meetings of this kind, she 
often retifed with renewed strength and holy triumph. 

Trials and temptations are common to us in this state: for “the 
servayt is not above his Lord.’’ It may be supposed she had her 
share—and hers was no common portion. “The waves and billows” 
often ran high, and threatened to overwhelm her with instant ruin, 
and to annihilate her fairest prospects. But even in such circum- 
stances, the winds and waves were made subservient to the spi- 
ritual advancement of her soul, and he that once calmed the bois- 
terous Tiberias, and brought the vessel to land, preserved her in 
the storm, and did not permit the unruly elements to harm her. 
These painful ordeals were a school to her, and hence she often 
found matter to comfort the distressed and desponding disciples of 
Jesus in similar circumstances. Some here now recollect her salu- 
tary instructions, and reflect with thankfulness, how she puured 
the balm of comfort into their tempted and sorrowful minds. 

So far, her religious experience agrees with the word of God, 
and the experience of many others in the church militant. Indeed, 
we identify the christian religion throughout the world by the same 
happy effects it produces on the mind and in the life—by the same 
hopes and prospects it produces—by the same comforts and joys it 
inspires, and by the same supports it affords in trials—the same 
Spirit is the agent of all: and the same gospel is the foundation of 
all—That religion which is so consonant with the gospel, and which 
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produces such happy effects, must necessarily render all its sub- 
jeets more or less triumphant. Thus we behold the apostle Paul, 
in the privations and toils of a laborious ministry, rejoicing in its 
supports in such language, “sorrowful yet always rejoicing: cast 
down but not forsaken,” and “in every thing giving thanks”—This 
was his support in the approach of death; for when on the confines 
of the eternal world, exposed to the relentless fury of a sanguine 
persecutor, and under sentence of death, his fearless and heroick 
soul could say, “I have fought the good fight,” “to me, to die is 
ain.” Our sister had this religion, and experienced its supports in 
ife and in death, and it often constrained her to triumph in the 
midst of sufferings. She had not the unfeeling philosophy of the 
Stoick: noy the dry and insipid religion of the formalist, that only 
renders its subjects frigid and inanimate in devotion, but that 
which warms the heart with fire from the heavenly altar. In the 
means of religion, and in the trials and comforts of life she could 
triumph in a sense of the presence of the Most High. © 

But the bed of affliction and the chamber of death are proper pla- 
ces to look for the triumphs of true believers—Here is no disguise; 
but all is real. During her last afflictions the divine consolations 
were largely silt 3 af her room was often like a paradise to her 
own soul, and to those present. Those who visited the chamber of 
affliction before her system was too much reduced, beheld with ad- 
miration, the joy that animated her mind, and heard with deep sen- 
sation the language of heaven drop from her dying lips. Praise, 
honour, and glory! glory! were the constant-subjects of her song: 
she declared with delight and gratitude what God had done, was 
still doing, and the prospect of eternal pleasures that opened to her 
vision: several times I had the gratification to bear her praise her 
Saviour in the most lively and melting strains. One morning, se- 
veral weeks before her death, she being very low, and not expected 
to continue long in this vale of omy entered her room, when I 
found her in converse with heaven. ‘Two female friends were pre- 
sent—we conversed with her on her enjoyment and prospects—her 
happy soul was instantly fired, and with tears of holy joy she ex- 
claimed in such a sweet, heavenly manner as affected us all, “Eter- 
nity! Eternity! I shall soon be there. There I shall see my precious 
Saviour who hied for me—lI shall see my tender babes, I was so reluc- 
tant to part with—I shall see the ministers I so often heard preach 
with delight—Glory! Glory! Glory!—How good the Lord is to me! 
why is he so good to unworthy me?”—This happy frame of mind 
was not traasient, but constant, except when nature was too much 
exhausted with pain and fatigue. 

The last weeks, and especially the last few days of her life, were 
spent in the most excruciating sufferings—but she was calm, patient, 
and often triumphant. On the Monday morning preceding her de- 

arture, when death seemed to approach rapidiy, she appeared to 
tee the last conflict with the enemy—She immediately sent for her 
companion, and asked him !to minister some comfort in this awful 
struggle. The cloud soon broke, and her usual serenity returned. 
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From that time there was a constant calm—the four last days of 
her life her intellect became somewhat impaired, and the system 
was too much worn down to exercise the faculty of speech; bat 
notwithstanding this. she would at intervals admire redeeming grace. 
In answer to the last question [ had a» opportunity of asking her, 
which was ab ut twenty four hours before her death. she evinced 
the firmness of her faith and the complete triumph of grace—When 
Tasked “have you any doubts?” she dist: sctly replied, ‘none at all” 
—this sentence she was scarcely able to articulate. Some hours be- 
fore she expired, she was heard to say, “It is indescribable:” meah- 
ing, probably. the consolations she enjoyed. 

After struggling in the agonies of death for a’ number of hours, 
she silently breathed o>t her sou! into the arms of her Saviour, on 
Thursday evening, the 24th of July, 1817. 


> + 


THE WORLD. 


Having felt the severe pains of disappointment, and being much 
depressed and weary, | laid down on my sofa and gently fell into 
a state of apparent apathy, but fancy was awake in all its vigour, 
and I fled on the wings of imagination to a large plain called the 
world, where I[ observed two rival queens disputing for the sove- 
reignty of mankind. The one seemed arrayed in dark attire, with 
a melancholy sadness depicted in her haggard countenance. In 
that part of the plam where she presided, all was dark and gloomy: 
she concealed the splendour of the sun from her subjects by the im- 
penetrable mists which she caused to arise from the numerous lakes 
of distress which were stagnated in her dominions. She held in 
her right hand the g'ass of futurity, which being of a dark colour 
made every object which was seen through it appear gloomy. Her 
lett supported a !uge massive chain, which she rattled over her 
subjects and terrified them to obedience. 

On the other side stooded virgin, neatly adorned in flowing robes 
of the purest white, with a beauteous smile upon her lively cheek, 
and an amiable vivacity in her penetrating eyes. The flowing 
streams of contentment meandered through her meadows, and gave 
a pleasing diversity to her cheerful dominions, all her subjects 
seemed happy, and discontent, expelled from her domains, unwil- 
lingly, skulked away to the regions of despair. In one hand she 
held present happiness, and in the other future felicity. Whilst I 
was looking on these two rivals [ was accosted by a venerable 
sage, and my curiosity prompted me to inquire of him how two 
beings so opposite in their nature coul: preside over the same race 
of mortals. ‘Man,said my aged instructor, is a changeable crea- 
ture; those pursuits which engased his anxious attention to-day, are, 
perhaps, to-morrow all lost in endeavouring to obtain possession of 
some other good which has started up more novel, and consequent- 
ly to him, more interesting: the person whom he loved to-day, is 
perhaps on some unexpected account, become the object of bis ha- 
tred to-morrow; sometimes he is elevated with the most sanguine 
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expectations, then he is depressed with the most melancholy fears. 
The name of the first whom you observed is Despair; she is a cruel 
tyrant and takes her chief delight in increasing the weight of those 
sorrows which were sufficiently oppressive before. Many who have 
been unfortunate in life seem determined to increase their misery 
by submitting ‘themselves to her horrid sovereignty. Instead of 
endeavouring to soothe their minds with the healing balm of sym- 
pathy, her subjects only esteem those as friends who endeavour to 
fill their minds with melancholy ideas, by painting their situations 
in the darkest colours. In the anticipation of future events they 
think that each will be unfortunate, and thus their imaginations 
make every future occurrence partake of the present gloom which 
envelopes their minds. They see not any consolation in future hopes, 
nor do they elevate their expectations to those eternal rewards 
which piety promises in that scene of unfading bliss to which their 
noblest anticipation should aspire, In lamenting their wo, they for- 
get the means of alleviating it, and present pain makes them lose 
sight of those glorious hopes which are full of immortality, and in- 
tended to console the mind of man amidst all his disappointments 
and distresses. 

«The other whom you observed is Hope, man’s noblest friend; she 
enlivens the most gloomy prospect and diffuses a pleasing satisfac- 
tion over the most dejected mind. 

“She does not lead us to bury our souls in inseasihility, but she 
directs our attention to scenes in futurity, which enlarge the joys 
and lessen the sorrows of life. She directs the immortal sou! to 
wing its way to the regions of eternity, and not to content itself with 
the trivia! and insecure enjoyments of this restricted state. Learn 
then, my son, concluded this sage instructor, from the lip of experi- 
ence, when you anticipate the future, to confide in that Supreme 
power which conffols every event, can ew ona our most san- 
guine hopes or dissipate our most melancholy fears.” 

Vouth’s Mag. 
le A eee 
PRIDE. 

To subdue pride, consider what you shallbe. Your flesh returns 
to corruption and common earth again, nor shall your dust be dis- 
tinguished from the meanest beggar or slave’s; no, not from the 
dust of brutes and insects or the most contemptible of creatures; 
and as for your soul, that must stand before God, in a world of spir- 
its, on a level with the rest of mankind, and divested of all your 
haughty and flattering distinctions: none of them shall attend you 
tothe judgment seat. Keep this tribunal in view, and pride will 
wither and hang down its head. Watts. 


THE RUINS. 
ay Se.iteck Osporne. 
I’ve seen in twilight’s pensive hour, 
The moss-clad dome, the mould’ring tower;. 
In awful ruin stand— 
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That dome where grateful voices sung, 
That tower whose chiming musick rung, 
Majestically grand! 


I’ve seen, ’mid sculptur’d pride, the tomb 

Where heroes slept in silent gloom 
Unconscious of their fame— 

Those who, with laurel’d honours crown’d 

Among their foes spread terror round, 
And gain’d—an empty name! 


I’ve seen in death’s dark palace laid, 

The ruins of a beauteous maid, 
Cadaverous and pale! 

That maiden, who, while life remain’d, 

O’er rival charms in triumph reign’d, 
The mistress of the vale. 


I’ve seen, where dungeon damps abide, 

A youth, admir’d in manhood’s pride, 
In fancied greatness rave; 

He who, in reason’s happier day, 

Was virtuous, witty, noble, gay, 
Learn’d, getierous and brave, 


Nor dome, nor tow’r, in twilight shade—. 
Nor hero fall’n, nor beauteous maid— 
To ruin all consign’d! 
Can with such pathos touch my breast, 
As (on the maniack’s form imprest) 
The ruin of the noble mind. 


nm 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


It will be recollected by our patrons that the conditions of the 
Christian Messenger are, four dollars a year, payable, semi-annually 
in advance. The third volume is now nearly completed, and a iarge 
proportion of our subscribers have not yet been called upor for pay- 
ment. But as the printer wants pay. and must have it, all subscri- 
bers, who have not yet paid their advance of two dotlars on the ihird 
volume, will confer on the Editor an important favour, by an imme- 
diate discharge of their duty. 

gop? Subscribers in Mercersburg, who heve not been cailed upon, 
will please to pay their bills to the Rev. Danret Exrior. ‘Those 
in Hagerstown, to Mr. Witi1aM Kreps, Post-master. 

All other subscribers in the country are requested to transmit all 
monies due, by mail, as soon as possible to their humble servant the 

EDITOR. 
———_ 
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PRINTED EVERY SATURDAY, BY JOHN D. TOY, CORNER OF MARKET AND 
LIGHT STREETS, AT FOUR DOLLARS A YEAR, PAYABLE 
HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE, 
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